THE   CHILDREN'S   OMNIBUS

and painted her bows with vermilion; and
named her Argo after Argus, and worked at her all
day long. And at night Pelias feasted them like a king,
and they slept in his palace porch.

But Jason went away to the north ward, and into
the land of Thrace, till he found Orpheus, the prince
of minstrels, where he dwelt in his cave under
Rhodope, among the savage Cicon tribes. And he
asked him, " Will you leave your mountains, Orpheus,
my fellow-scholar in old times, and cross Strymon
once more with me, to sail -with the heroes of the
Minuai, and bring home the golden fleece, and charrn
for us all men and all monsters with your magic
harp and song?"

Then Orpheus sighed, "Have I not had enough
of toil and of weary wandering far and wide since I
lived in Cheiron's cave, above lolcos by the sea?
In vain is the skill and the voice which my goddess
mother gave me; in vain have I sung and laboured;
in vain I went down to the dead, and charmed all
the kings of Hades, to win back Eurydice my bride.
For I won her, my beloved, and lost her again the
same day, and wandered away in my madness, even
to Egypt and the Libyan sands, and the isles of all
the seas, driven on by the terrible gadfly, while 1
charmed in vain the hearts of men, and the savage
forest beasts, and the trees, and the lifeless stones, with
.my magic harp and song, giving rest, but finding none.
But at last Calliope my mother delivered me, and
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